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Looking at John’s early school and 
family photos, one sees a serious, 
perhaps even solemn young boy. He is 
rarely smiling, but then being a bookish, 
intellectual type is the coal mining town 
of Stonehouse would not perhaps 
encourage one to be happy. Nor, 
perhaps, would the fact that your father 
was the headmaster at the school you 
were attending, and who, judging by 
John’s later academic successes, 
perhaps drove John and the other 
children of the family to succeed in their 
studies. 



  
John’s achievement in 
coming first is one that 
should not be 
underestimated. As Jim 
Baker has shown, many 
of the Professors of 
Philosophy who 
occupied various chairs 
throughout Scotland 
and the rest of the 
world, never achieved 
this distinction. Equally 
worthy of mention is the 
fact that John’s future 
wife, Janet Baillie, came 
third in that same 
competition. 



  



  
The Andersons in Melbourne Feb 1927 



  



  



 


